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Subject Comments on Notice 2007-20

Attached please find comments of the following United States Senators:

Senator Russell D. Feingold
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Barack Obama
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The email addresses of the members are used by constituents and are not a reliable way to
contact them in time-sensitive situations. Questions regarding these comments should be
addressed to me. Thank you.

Bob Schiff
Chief Counsel to Sen. Feingold
202-224-8059
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It goes without saying, then, that the “per represented committee™ and “per
passenger” alternatives discussed in the NPRM are not acceptable. They contradict
both the statutory language, which allows for the division of the costs only
between candidates, and also the clear legislative intent to require the full charter
rate to be paid by Senate candidates and their authorized committees.

Similarly, the “comparable aircraft” alternative finds no support in the
language of the statute or its legislative history. Such a rule would allow
corporations to provide a spacious jet with numerous amenities at a fraction of the
cost of chartering such an aircraft. Congress wanted to end the appearance of
impropriety that accompanies the use of corporate jets by candidates. The
“comparable aircraft” alternative raises the same concerns about corporate
subsidization of campaign travel as did the old “first class rate” approach to fair
market value.

III. Conclusion

In recent years, travel by Members of Congress on corporate jets
contributed greatly to public concern about inappropriate access and influence of
lobbyists on the legislative process. Congress responded to that concern by
enacting HLOGA, the first significant amendments to the ethics and lobbying
rules in over a decade. The Commission has done an admirable job in the NPRM
in thoroughly considering the implications of HLOGA'’s corporate jet provisions.
We urge the adoption of a final rule that reflects the principles set forth above, so
that the intent of Congress in passing this important law is carried out. Thank you
for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Senator Russell D. Feingold
Senator Barack Obama



